Dear advocate of a gifted child,
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In our culture, if a child scores 15 touchdowns in a football game, it would be the talk of the town. On the other hand, if a child scores in the 99th percentile on the ISTEP test, they may have difficulty finding someone willing to listen to the story. Both achievements are cause for immense celebration, but unfortunately it's generally more socially acceptable to talk about the football game. Don't get me wrong, football is a great activity and those who do well deserve to be recognized, but I think it's equally important to give our bright young minds the same celebration for a job well done.


Hi, I'm the Gifted Children's Coordinator for Central Indiana Mensa. 
Mensa is a social organization where people who score in the top 2% 
on standardized IQ tests can get together to talk about topics that interest them, play games, and enjoy a wide variety of activities together. I volunteer to be responsible for planning and directing the program for bright young people up to 18 years of age.

Until now, Central Indiana has not had much to offer gifted students other than academics. Being gifted can be tough. They may have the vocabulary of a 16 year old, the passion for world peace like a 34 year old, and then meltdowns and outbursts like a 2 year old… all at a ripe young chronological age of maybe 6 or 7. We at Mensa understand because we were once gifted children ourselves, and we want to make sure that today's gifted children are appropriately served.

In most cases, people don't join Mensa to be "elite". They do it because they find their true peers here.  Everyone wants to find a place to feel normal. For gifted people, this may be their only outlet in a world that doesn't understand them.  It’s refreshing. 

There are many benefits for a young person who gets connected with Mensa. The most obvious is to meet intellectual peers in a safe and inviting setting where their minds will be stimulated. Mensa also offers other resources such as scholarships, a wealth of information for parents and teachers of gifted students, connections to professional services like counselors who work only with gifted children, and adult mentors who were once gifted children themselves.

We accept kids who score in the top 2 percent on a standardized intelligence test. That means 1 out of every 50 people qualifies for Mensa. That's a lot when you think about it; probably quite a few kids in your school qualify and don't even know it! 
Not sure if you or your kid qualifies, or you have questions about Mensa?  Be our guest a few times and see what you’ve been missing.  You both are probably already qualified.  We’ll help you with this and try to answer all of your questions.  We know you have a lot!
I look forward to meeting your bright students at our next event. Please email or call me if you have questions.

David Bonner

Gifted Children's Coordinator

Central Indiana Mensa
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